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FEDERAL GOVERNMENT LEGISLATION 
Statement 

HON SHEILA MILLS (South Metropolitan) [6.02 pm]:  I would like to make some brief comments on a 
couple of pieces of legislation that are passing, or have gone, through the federal Parliament. 

Hon Norman Moore:  Why don’t you join the federal Parliament and make all your speeches there?  You might 
make a bit of a difference there. 

Hon SHEILA MILLS:  I just want to educate Hon Norman Moore. 

No economic analysis indicates that the federal government’s Workplace Relations Amendment (Work Choices) 
Bill -  

Hon Simon O’Brien:  What you have to say is special, but if you spoil it by repeating it too often, it will lose its 
magic. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order, members!  You are in the Legislative Council, not somewhere else.  Things have 
gone well all year.  Let us continue. 

Hon SHEILA MILLS:  No economic analysis of the Workplace Relations Amendment (Work Choices) Bill 
indicates that it will bring about an economic nirvana, with thousands of jobs on offer.  The bill is not about 
making life easier or better for Australians; it is all about taking away the basic rights of workers.  The Prime 
Minister refuses to guarantee that no worker will be worse off under this legislation.  The reality, of course, is 
that there are people who will have no choice but to take jobs that offer lower relative pay, poorer conditions and 
no compensation for unsocial or extended working hours.  The impact of these changes on people working in 
aged care, people with disabilities and carers will be devastating, not only for the workers themselves but also 
for their families.  The work choices bill is about cutting wages, and that means cutting the wages of already 
lowly paid, but highly valuable, employees in aged care, people with disabilities who work, and carers.  Add to 
this that other appalling piece of legislation, the welfare to work bill, and what do we have?  Low-wage workers, 
sole parents and people with disabilities will face greater poverty and deprivation, with little or no choice in how 
they manage their lives.  An underclass of disadvantaged Australians and their families will be created, and those 
people will be trapped in a cycle of poverty and deprivation. 

For sole parents, finding a job that fits in with school hours is a very difficult task at any time.  That is not the 
only problem.  According to the modelling completed by the National Centre for Social and Economic 
Modelling, sole parents who have one child and work 15 hours a week on the minimum wage will keep only $81 
of their earnings, while the Howard government will claw back the other $114. 

Hon Simon O’Brien:  What is your source for this information? 

Hon SHEILA MILLS:  I do my own research.  This means that those parents will be $91 a week worse off by 
working under the arrangements proposed in the legislation.  Effectively, they will be working for $3.88 an hour.  
Similarly, NATSEM modelling shows that if a person with disabilities works 15 hours a week on the minimum 
wage, he or she will keep 25c in every dollar that he or she earns, while the Howard government will take 75c.  
That person will be $122 a week worse off.  He or she will be working for $2.27 an hour.  That is bad enough, 
without factoring in the limited bargaining position under the workplace choices legislation.  What sort of 
position would a person with a disability or a sole parent be in when trying to negotiate with an employer when 
he or she must also add the potential of being breached for failure to accept a position, no matter how 
exploitative, under the welfare to work legislation?  Those people will suffer under a double jeopardy.  It is 
ironical really.  The income support for a single parent with two children will be cut by $1 500 a year as a way of 
somehow encouraging that parent to seek work and give up full-time care of children as young as eight, while at 
the same time the non-working partners of those who are better off will be eligible to receive up to $3 300 in 
welfare payments in return for them not seeking work and, instead, staying home to care for their children. 

I remind Hon Norman Moore that he has been in a very privileged position for many, many years, and he does 
not understand what it is like to live in the real world. 
 


